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CONTACT US: 
 

Office: (651) 325-2400 
Fax: (651) 325-2401 

Nurse: (651) 325-2786 
Absentee Line: 
(651) 325-2499 

Parent Engagement: 
(651) 325-2492 

Address: 
560 Concordia Avenue 
Saint Paul, MN 55103 

Website: 
www.benmays.spps.org 
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INQUIRER’S JOURNEY: 

“To Build a Learning Community for all Globally Minded Life-Long Learners” 

BEM CALENDAR:  
 

PTA Dates: 6:00 p.m. 
Jan. 10th, Mar. 7th, May 9th 
*Childcare and a light meal 

will be provided 
 

EDL/Freedom School Dates: 
(Tuesdays and Thursdays) 

Nov: 29 
Dec: 1, 6, 8, 13, 15, 20 

Jan: 3, 5, 10, 12, 17, 19, 24, 31 
Feb: 2, 7, 9, 14, 16, 23, 28 
Mar: 2, 7, 9, 14, 16, 28, 30 
Apr: 11, 13, 18, 20, 25, 27 

May: 2, 4, 9, 11 
 

2016 Fall Conferences: 
Thursday, November 17 

4:00-7:00 p.m. 
Friday, November 18, 
8:30 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 

 

No School Pre-K ONLY: 
Thursday, November 17th  

 

No School Pre-K-12: 
Friday, November 18th  

 

No School Pre-K-12: 
Thanksgiving! Nov. 24-25 

BENJAMIN E. MAYS CONFERENCE INFORMATION 
 

Remaining 2016 Fall Conferences: 
 

Thursday, November 17, 4:00-7:00 p.m. 
Friday, November 18, 8:30 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 

 
In addition to those three dates, Pre-K families will also have conferences during the 

day on Thurs., Nov. 17th. There will be no school for Pre-K students on this day. 
There will be no school for Pre-K-12 students on Fri., Nov. 18th. 

 
Hmong and Spanish interpreters will be available all three conference nights and days. 

Burmese, Somali, Vietnamese interpreters will be available the night of 
Thursday, November 17th from 4:00-7:00 p.m. 

A NOTE FROM PRINCIPAL MORRIS ABOUT MEETING 
OUR POTENTIAL BY LEARNING FROM MISTAKES 
 
Failure is a very important part of the learning process. We have to fail in order 

to reach our full potential. As a sports coach, fan, teacher, and principal, the following 
quote has always resonated with me: “I’ve missed more than 9000 shots in my career. 
I’ve lost almost 300 games. Twenty-six times I’ve been trusted to take the game 
winning shot and missed. I’ve failed over and over again in my life. And that is why I 
succeed.” — Michael Jordan. We can all use this perspective when teaching our 
children both at school and home. 

Show your child how to deal with failure in positive ways. In life, we all 
experience failures. The way we deal with failure can help shape your child’s 
character. Here are ways to help you and your child deal with failure positively: 
 

» Think about the positives. Mistakes are really opportunities for learning. 
What can your child learn from the experience? 

 

» Praise what you can. “You got three problems wrong on that test, 
but you got seven correct. Let’s find out where you made your mistakes. 

 

» Always let your child know you love them unconditionally. 
 

» Be realistic. If your child is doing his or her best, 
do not let them think you are disappointed. 

 

» Be a role model. Handle your own mistakes and failures in positive ways. 
 

» Don’t solve every problem for your child. 
 

We are all human beings and we all make mistakes. Mistakes are a part of life. Let’s 
teach our children how to learn from their mistakes. Progress and growth are the goals. 
 

FUN FACT:  There are more trees on earth than stars in the Milky Way. 
 

INSPIRATIONAL QUOTE: “Promise yourself to be so strong that nothing can 
disturb your peace of mind. A peaceful mind creates a peaceful life.” — Unknown 

 
— Principal Kirk Morris, 

Benjamin E. Mays IB World School 



 
“To Build a Learning Community for all Globally Minded Life-Long Learners” 

Benjamin E. Mays School Comprehensive Improvement Plan 
(SCIP Plan) Available to Families 

 
At Benjamin E. Mays IB World School, we challenge students to think 

critically on a global scale. As an International Baccalaureate (IB) school, 
Benjamin E. Mays also challenges students to understand the world around them 
and how to take action within it. The IB Programme strives to help students 
develop an international perspective through class projects that examine real-life 
situations around the world. 

One of the tools we use to continually improve our school towards that 
mission is the district's SCIP (School Comprehensive Improvement Plan) process. 
In our SCIP, we review our BEM school data and create a strategic plan for the 
school year. Our Family Friendly SCIP, which was available at our Title I Night 
last Thursday, can also be found posted in the Mays Center for Culture, Families 
and Learning and copies are available in the office. Translations are available in 
Spanish, Hmong, Somali, and Karen. 

 

BEM Student 
Sweatshirts 

are Available 
only through 
Mon., Nov. 

21st. Get 
Yours Soon! 

 
Don’t miss your chance to order! For 

$20.00 you can have your very own BEM 
uniform sweatshirt! Order online: 

https://bemstudent16.itemorder.com/sale?r
ead_message=true or find the link by 

visiting: http://benmays.spps.org. Order 
soon! They won’t be available for long! 

2016 Student Mock 
Election at BEM 

 
Tuesday, November 8th, was 

Election Day, and we wanted to 
give our students the chance to 

share their voices. 
 

The results? 
 

President/Vice President: 
Hillary Clinton/Tim Kaine 

 
Thank you to all the students 

who participated, especially the 
5th graders who were in charge, 
helped out, and counted ballots. 

 

Schedule Changes to 
After-School 

Programs at BEM 
 

Freedom School and EDL 
will not be meeting this 

week because of 
Conferences. The next 

date Freedom School and 
EDL will meet is 

Tuesday, November 22nd. 
Basketball will not meet 
this week for the same 
reasons. The next date 
Basketball will meet is 

Tuesday, November 22nd. 

 
 

 

Community 

Action 

Family 

Engagement 

Are you interested in visiting your child’s 
classroom at Benjamin E. Mays? 

 
Would you like to help chaperone a fieldtrip? 

 
Have you wanted to volunteer at our school? 

 
Parents are encouraged to visit classrooms to see 

what Benjamin E. Mays is all about! Thank you to 
the families who have already spent time at BEM, 
and to those who would like to schedule a visit! 

We would love to see you here! ☺ 

SAVE 
THE 

DATE! 
 

Our 1st IB Showcase is 
coming up fast! Please 
join us all on Thursday, 
December 8th as we help 
celebrate with our 1st, 3rd, 

and 4th graders! 
 

1st: How We Express 
Ourselves 

3rd: Sharing the Planet 
4th: Who We Are 

 
Can’t wait to see you! 

Thank you to all of the 
families and staff who 

attended last week’s Mays 
Café. It was a great 

experience for everyone 
involved! Families, staff 
members, and Principal 

Morris discussed the 
topic, “Parents as Partners 

for Success.” More 
information from our 

session will be available 
online soon! 


